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Downtown Saigon, May 1962

*What the hell!




In May 1961, 4 series of renade

attaclas targetedp aces frequented

a% American advisors. There were
out 2000 of them at the time.
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S’Mtt cou’ntrg
£or tem

am;?%uget our p ATTH

when yot'reon I8
Fuckin™ mR*!
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TJune 19G1. Wewere at the movies,

auggh at Femamde I's antics
aba et les 40Voleurs,”

wlxzn a grenade exploded in the h

moviehbuse across £rom ours.

Strangely, I haveno memory of it.
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The result : our trips to tiw, MOVies
were canceled. Mama was made
£or smoother seas ---




R e ST e R T TR T

Fortunately, Chu Ba snuckus off tolow-class movie theaters — mo adr
conditioning! - that Americans avoided like the plague.
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1 Mireille, I bet
=! Ch1 Ba is going to
smrelikz Tast §k |
time, durt:
Saomson &:E
(Dalida [* Hee hee ! |

* The French songstress Délida waSr obular in Saiqon.
* Tour seats iﬂvi):qk%, baleony. popd 9



| Wetookin a ot of sword-amd-sandals Films : “Ben-Hur” For
the culture, “Herctles” amd, the Maciste movies €or the muscles.

* Whowants to buy fried bamanas 7/



Why did we love those costume dramas im Saigon? The good citizens
. must have recognized similarities between Caesar's

Rome and Digms Saigon.
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Like Caesar's centurions irritated by the Republic, our young Turks in
camoufTage conspired against the ‘Digmocracy”*
There were ahways rumors of a coup d'état.

Too £at and too %

soft! We should
take over,

I'm telling you )




One day Chu Ba. came to our house, distress writtem all over his face.
\ __..--—‘ i

Vou sick, Chu Ba?

Are you oka
ChuBa? You %ok
sad !

* Are you sick, ChuBa? *Nb, ot sick, Madame, Just very sad.
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Chu Ba told us that his brother-in-law, a test pilot at the Nha Tramg trad-
ming base, was killed when his plane crashed into the South China Sea.
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Poor Chu Ba.
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* His widbw, a mother of three, has suffered more pain than she cam st
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THIS RIVETING, beautifu”y produced graphic memoir tells the story of the ear|y years of the Vietnam war as seen
through the eyes of a young boy named Marco, the son of a Vietnamese dip|0mat and his French wife. The book opens
in America, where the boy's father works for the South Vietnam embassy; there the boy is made to feel self-conscious
about his otherness thanks to schoolmates who play war games against the so-called “Commies.” The family is called
back to Saigon in 1961, where the father becomes Prime Minister Ngo Dinh Diem's personal interpreter; as the growing
conflict between North and South intensifies, so does turmoil within Marco's family, as his mother struggles to grapple
with bipolar disorder.

Visually powerful and emotionally potent, Such a Lovely Little War is both a large-scale and intimate study of the
Vietnam war as seen through the eyes of the Vietnamese: a turbulent national history interwined with an equally
traumatic familial one.
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