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| entered 1993. The fling with my
housemate didn’t Last long. She fell
in love with a PEDRO. | was a Little
heartbroken but much too occupied
with my new-found homecoming.

The Llesbian women of our group took
me under their wing, and | was
declared a “baby dyke.”
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The highlight of the year was Berlin’s annual
lesbian-week happening. For one week, women would
come together from all over the world to attend
workshops and talk about the community - mainly
pointing out the differences. This often resulted
in (over-)heated discussions or fights, which
splLit apart the already separated.

The evenings were filled with concerts, dance,;
drinking and making out.. uniting what can be
united.

For me, the week would alter my Life. | met
o handful of people who would become dear
friends. How Lucky can one get?
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Whi le everyone else, my girl-
friend included, chatted away
freely, my mom and | hardly

spoke. | was too overwhelmed
ond she excused herself, busy
the cooking.

Then { saw her go into
her bedroom, open a
closet door, take out
one of her jewelry
boxes, and 9o through
it until she found
what she was

Looking for.

I saw her approach my girlfriend in the
hallway and give her the little bag, saying:

“That is the tradition
in our cultvre.”

A smile appeared on my
puzzled girLfriend’'s face
as she took out the
Little gold pendant,

“Yes" my mother
continued, “that's what
you give the daughter-
in-lLaw when we lcoming
her into the family,”
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She dicl her best. Despite hor fears, woshen,

Roicen, belifs. Andl F am still s doughter .
Thot's ol T ned to bnoo.
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